College of the Pacific, Diploma and Hooding Ceremony by University of the Pacific
University of the Pacific 
Scholarly Commons 
University of the Pacific Commencement 
Programs University Archives 
5-11-2019 
College of the Pacific, Diploma and Hooding Ceremony 
University of the Pacific 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/commencements 
Recommended Citation 
University of the Pacific, "College of the Pacific, Diploma and Hooding Ceremony" (2019). University of the 
Pacific Commencement Programs. 123. 
https://scholarlycommons.pacific.edu/commencements/123 
This Commencement Program is brought to you for free and open access by the University Archives at Scholarly 
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of the Pacific Commencement Programs by an 
authorized administrator of Scholarly Commons. For more information, please contact mgibney@pacific.edu. 
College of the Pacific 
Diploma and Hooding Ceremony
Saturday, May 11, 2019, 1 p.m.
Alex G. Spanos Center
PROGRAM
Dean Rena Fraden, Presiding
Music                                        Symphonic Wind Ensemble
Patrick Neff, Conductor
Guests will please remain seated during the processional.
Processional
Invocation                                           Rev  Laura A  Steed
Director of Religious and Spiritual Life
Welcome Address                                           Dean Fraden
Senior Commencement 
Speaker                                      Ms  Aishlyn Kathleen Webb
Remarks                                                     Dean Fraden
Presentation of Graduates                        Dr  Gregg Jongeward 
Senior Associate Dean 
Presentation of Bachelor of Science Degree Graduates
Presentation of Bachelor of Arts Degree Graduates
Presentation of Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree Graduates
Presentation of Master of Science Degree Graduates
Presentation of Master of Arts Degree Graduates
Presentation of Doctor of Philosophy Degree Graduates
Benediction                                                    Rev  Steed
Concluding Remarks                                      Dean Fraden
Pacific’s Alma Mater                       Symphonic Wind Ensemble
“Pacific Hail!”  
Lois Warner Winston ’23 (1901–1989)
Recessional                                   Symphonic Wind Ensemble
College of the Pacific 
Diploma and Hooding Ceremony
Saturday, May 11, 2019, 1 p.m.
Alex G. Spanos Center
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Faculty Marshals
Dr. Jeffrey Becker  
Head Marshal







Dr. S. Brett DeBoer
Professor of Art  
and Graphic Design
Dr. Lydia Fox
Professor of Geological and 
Environmental Sciences
Dr. Marcos Gridi-Papp






Professor of Geological  
and Environmental Sciences
Dr. Zachary Stahlschmidt
Professor of Biological Sciences
Dr. Lisa Wrischnik
Professor of Biological Sciences
Hooding 
Dr. Eric Sonstroem
Professor of English  
and Council Chair
Dr. Cynthia Dobbs
Professor of English  
and Council Co-Chair Elect
Dr. Larry Langley













Ms. Aishlyn Kathleen Webb
College of the Pacific
Ms. Viktória Szmodics




















































Jessica Kaelyn De La Cruz































































*Cum laude    **Magna cum laude    ***Summa cum laude
The list of names as it appears in this program includes actual and potential graduates for the 2018–19 academic year  The above “graduation with honors” distinctions are contingent upon 
final grade point average calculations at the completion of all relevant degree requirements  The official list of graduates and honors awarded for each graduation date of the 2018–19 year is 
maintained by the university registrar 

























































Diem Mi Thi Nguyen
Huy Dinh Nguyen
Jenny Duyen Nguyen*





































































Hannah Maureen  
White-Dobbs**
*Cum laude      **Magna cum laude      ***Summa cum laude *Cum laude      **Magna cum laude      ***Summa cum laude





















































































Diana Carla Medina Rios
Courtney Alyssa Mello**





























































Bachelor of Fine Arts













Dr  Vyacheslav Samoshin 
Thesis: Synthesis and Conformational 
Studies of Various Amides
Laura Pujade Busqueta
Dr  Jane Khudyakov
Thesis: Development of a biomarker 
panel for identifying stressed marine 
mammals
Daniel Bonanno
Dr  Andreas Franz
Thesis: Remote Ambient Aerosols 
Found in the Southern Great Plains 
and Eastern North Atlantic:  
A Comprehensive Analysis of Aerosol 
Optical Behavior and Aerosol-Cloud 
Interaction
Jared Scott Deyarmin
Dr  Jane Khudyakov
Thesis: Blubber Transcriptome and 
Proteome Responses to Repeated 
Adrenocorticotropic Hormone 
Administration in a Marine Mammal
Aelish Guinn
Danielle Rose Hicks
Dr  Craig Vierra
Thesis: Characterization of the roles of 
GADD34 and CReP in cell stress  
in vivo
Dustin Jerald Johnson
Dr  Zach Stahlschmidt
Thesis: City limits: Heat tolerance is 
influenced by body size and hydration 




Dr  Craig Vierra
Thesis: Expression and characterization 
of CRISP3, a protein found black 
widow spider dragline silk
Mikayla Camille Shanafelt
Dr  Craig Vierra
Thesis: Structural Characterization 
of Black Widow Spider Dragline Silk 
Proteins CRP1 and CRP4
Erin Thompson
Dr  Ryan Hill
Thesis: Phylogenomic Analyses Clarify 
Butterfly Species Within The Genus 





Dr  Marlin Bates
Thesis: Poison Ivy Green Debut: A 




Dr  Teresa Bergman
Thesis: Religion and Millennials:  A 
Qualitative Analysis of the Decline of 
Church Membership
Griffin Joseph Cheek
Dr  Qingwen Dong
Thesis: The impact of social and 









Dr  Qingwen Dong 
Thesis: Facebook: A social support 




Dr  Teresa Bergman
Thesis: Living While Black in Oakland: 
Black Joy in the Time of Gentrification
Jennifer Hoolhorst Pagano
Dr  Alice McLean
Thesis: The Evolution of Sunset 
Magazine’s Cooking Department: The 
Accommodation of Men’s and Women’s 
Cooking in the 1930s
Nathan Rhea
Dr  Mark Van Ness
Thesis: Goal Orientations and Beliefs 
About Success in Age Group Swimmers
Dustin Scott Rich
Dr  Courtney Jensen
Thesis: Student Engagement in Pacific 
Recreation’s Programs, Services and 











Alpha Sigma Lambda is the national honor society recognizing 
excellence among nontraditional students, meaning those who have 
returned to college later in life and who achieve academic excellence 




Founded in 1776, Phi Beta Kappa is the oldest academic honor society 
in the United States and the first fraternity to use a Greek-letter name  
The society embraces principles that lay the foundations of personal 
freedom, scientific inquiry, liberty of conscience, and creative endeavor  
Phi Beta Kappa recognizes the highest achievement in the liberal arts, 
with a small number of members selected from among the top 10% of 
their class  Nationwide each year, about one college senior in a hundred 











Among honor societies that induct members from all academic 
disciplines, Phi Kappa Phi, founded in 1897, is the nation’s oldest, 
largest and most selective  Invitation is extended to graduating seniors 
and graduate students in the top 10% of their class, and to juniors in 
the top 7 5% of their class  The mission of the society is to recognize and 
promote academic excellence and to engage the community of scholars 

























*Cum laude      **Magna cum laude      ***Summa cum laude
Doctor of Philosophy
Krege Matthew Christison
Dr  Liang Xue
Dissertation: Exploring the Molecular 
Origin of Jet Fuel Thermal Oxidative 
Deposition Through Statistical 
Analysis of Mass Spectral Data and 
Pyrolysis Gas Chromatography/Mass 
Spectrometry of Deposits
Chao Feng
Dr  Qinliang Zhao
Dissertation: Approaches to the 
search of platinum anticancer agents: 
derivatizing current drugs and 
incorporating HDAC inhibition
Matthew Wyatt Fraund
Dissertation: Developing X-ray 
Spectromicroscopic Techniques to 
Quantitatively Determine Population 
Statistics and Individual Particle 
Composition of Complex  
Mixed Aerosols
Taylor R. Rabara
Dr  Jerry Tsai
Dissertation: Knob-Socket investigation 
of stability and specificity in alpha-
helical secondary and tertiary  
packing structure
Mulinde Ronnie Goodman Ruyonga
Dr  Vyacheslav Samoshin
Dissertation: Synthesis and 




Dr  Balint Sztaray
Dissertation: Dissociative 
Photoionization of Simple  
Aromatic Hydrocarbons
Amelia June Watson
Dr  Andreas Franz
Dissertation: Tools and Methods for 
the Quantitative Description of the 
Solution Geometry of 1,6-Glycosidic 
Linkages in Oligosaccharides and of 
Procyanidin Oligomers
HISTORY OF THE COLLEGE
College of the Pacific (COP)—a school of arts, letters and 
sciences—is the original and largest unit of University of the 
Pacific. When President Tully C. Knoles moved College of the 
Pacific from San Jose to its new campus in Stockton in 1924, 
he brought with him faculty representing 17 of the current 19 
departments. At that time, the faculty also included professors 
from a conservatory within the college, as well as from the 
departments of education and engineering.
In 1961, the growing institution reclaimed for itself the name 
University of the Pacific, and, in the following year, conferred the 
name College of the Pacific on its liberal arts college.
In 2012, the School of International Studies (SIS), while 
retaining its autonomy as a school, became part of College of 
the Pacific. SIS employs an interdisciplinary curriculum where 
students study global issues from anthropological, political, 
economic and historical perspectives while gaining proficiency 
in another language. SIS’s presence increases opportunities for 
interdisciplinary collaboration and curricular offerings for all 
students and faculty in COP.
The distinctive mission of COP now, as for the past eight 
generations, is to provide its graduates with a superior liberal 
arts education, preparing them to assume the responsibilities of 
leadership, both civic and professional, in their later lives.
Not only are members of the faculty widely recognized for their 
leadership in developing effective teaching practices, their one-
on-one mentoring, and their encouragement and direction of 
undergraduate research, but also for their cutting-edge research 
and creative work in the arts, letters and sciences. Faculty 
members in COP have authored and edited books with the leading 
university presses, regularly publish important research results 
in top scholarly journals, garner research grants from funding 
agencies such as the National Science Foundation, the National 
Endowment for the Arts and the National Institutes of Health, 
and participate in performances or displays of their creative work 
in distinguished venues.
This scholarly and creative activity spills over into our classrooms 
and informs the close faculty-student working relationships 
characteristic of COP, inviting students into a shared journey of 
discovery. In each of its 29 majors and 37 minors, COP provides 
opportunities for students to work with masters in liberal arts 
subjects and to gain further experience through a variety of 
placements in internships, fieldwork and research projects. While 
some of these majors and minors prepare students for entry into 
professional or graduate school, others lead directly to careers in 
the performing and visual arts, the humanities and the social and 
natural sciences.
College of the Pacific makes a difference in students’ lives through 
its student-centered approach to the teaching of the arts, letters 
and sciences. Faculty members take a personal interest in student 
development throughout their university career and often stay 
connected beyond graduation. They spend time with students 
outside of class during office hours, advising and participating in 
campus events. They are attentive to individual learning styles and 
regularly rethink their teaching methods to help students learn 
better.
For students in COP, a liberal arts education is not a mere addition 
to a professional or graduate education, but rather its foundation. 
We believe it informs and liberates their understanding of difficult 
issues and transforms them to become—first and foremost—self-
reflective, knowledgeable and ethical persons. Subsequently, they 
are able to command a broad perspective in their professional 
careers, committed to the welfare of their communities and well 
prepared to assume the responsibilities of leadership.
PA C I F I C  H A I L !
Words and Music by Lois Warner Winston ’23
(October 8, 1901 - April 1, 1989)
From o’er the rugged mountains standing high;
From out the broad low valleys, ‘neath the sky;
Our alma mater calls, We cannot fail,
Our voices blend in praise, Pacific Hail! Pacific Hail!
Long may her flaming torch give out its light;
Long may her spirit guide us in the right;
To her we pledge our hearts, We dare not fail;
To her we raise our song,
Pacific Hail! Pacific Hail!
